Getting Started with Show Pigs
Pigs are a very popular, but intensive, SAE project to raise.  Because of their size, pigs are fairly easy to handle, control, and care for.  However, pigs also tend to react drastically to diseases and various changes in feeds.  The following includes information to consider when starting a pig project.  
Receiving Pigs:

Pigs react just like small children introduced to a new environment.  They tend to get stressed, get sick, and get upset with changes in food.  It is very important that you speak to your breeder about the current vaccination program.  He will either advise you on any booster shots needed or make you aware of medicated feed.  If your pig hasn’t been vaccinated, you will need to contact your agricultural science teacher for shots.  The most common problems are respiratory diseases.  Also, ask your breeder what type of feed he is using and try to use the same feed before you slowly change to a new feed.  

Stall Maintenance: 

A concrete floor is easy to clean, but causes problems for feet and joints.  It is advisable to line your stall with sand and shavings (if you choose).  Waste needs to be shoveled out daily and the sand needs to be changed about every 10-14 days.  You will also want to wipe down your stall wires with a disinfectant regularly to avoid the spread of disease. 
Exercise: 

Start EARLY.  The sooner that you begin to work with your pig, the more he will understand how you want him to move and you will have better control in the ring.  But also start slowly.  Walk him until he is barely labored breathing.  Anything more (especially in hot weather) can cause stress.  It is advised to walk when it is cool or bathe your pig before.  

You should walk your pig daily until you have him walking about 30 minutes without getting tired.  Keep his head up and keep control.  Some students use two pig whips at once in the beginning to keep the head up and control where you want him to move.  Work on showmanship from day one!
Skin/Hair:

A pig looks “fresh” when his skin and hair have been properly maintained.  Light colored pigs need to be protected from the sun.  Sand will dry a pig’s skin out, so oil the skin regularly brushing the oil into his coat.  Producers prefer that pigs do not have hair clipped too short.  If you chose to clip your pig, use a guard.  A guide to clipping your pig can be found at: 
http://www.betteranimalsshowseries.com/Articles/Pig_Clipping.pdf
Feeding:

There are numerous feeds and opinions on feeding programs for pigs.  There are basically 3 feeding phases to consider.  The first is the initial where you feed a baby pig ration.  When the pig gets to approximately 50 pounds, you should switch him over to a grower type feed.   The protein and fat requirements of your feed depend on what your pig will need.  If your pig is hard and has too much muscle, 14%-16% protein and 5% fat is advisable.  A pig with enough muscle can be fed an 18% protein and a pig that needs muscle can be fed 18%-19% with 4% fat.  Too much fat in their diet cause them to lose their appetite.  During the last 30 days before show is considered the tuning phase.  This is where you must decide if you want to feed Paylean or filler to increase muscle or body.  Feeding additives depends on the additive, but can really help about 60 days from show when you start to push your pigs.  Oats and beet pulp help widen an animal that seems flat in the ribs. Again, each pig and each feed varies, so no program is fool-proof.  The Better Animal Show Series promotes their feeds, but they do have guidelines that are helpful to review here:

http://www.betteranimalsshowseries.com/pig_articles.php
Water is crucial!
Medications and Dewormers:

Pay attention to withdrawal times for various medicated feeds and medications.  

Dewormers need to be given every 3-4 weeks to keep pigs healthy.  We have Ivomec and Atgard available at Deer Park Ag Facility. 

Weight: 

Weigh your pig at least once a week at the same time, preferably before you feed. Take your weight gain and divide it by the number of days since your last weigh in.  This is your average daily gain.  You can multiply that number by the number of days until show to get an approximate weight at show time.  

Example:  Your pig weighed 150 pounds on Sunday and 160 pounds on the next Sunday.  10 Pounds divided by 7 days equals 1.43 pounds of gain per day. Your show is in 70 days.  1.43 pounds times 70 days equals a 100 pound weight gain.  160 pounds plus a 100 pound gain means that your pig will be approximately 260 pounds at show time.  

Equipment and Supplies: 

· Pig whip

· Soft Bristle Brush

· Pump Sprayer

· Rags

· Shampoo

· Oils/Skin Conditioner

· Clipper Blades (Ask whet number depending on clipper brand)

· Feed Buckets/Feeders

