PLSR Pig Show

Preparing for show – Clipping needs to be done mid week prior to show because clippers can leave marks. Industry prefers about ½” length of hair, so do not clip your pigs too short. 
Also, if you have never loaded your pig on a trailer, you may want to practice.  Pigs that have never been on a trailer may have trouble and stress.  

Saturday Morning Move-in – Pigs tends to lose weight when trailered.  This may be to your advantage or disadvantage. Pigs can weigh between 217 and 273 at time of weigh in.  If you would like your pig to weigh more, make sure to feed and water him as much as possible before weigh-in.  If you need to keep that number low, keep him cool, but do not give him full feed and water until after you weigh him.  Official weigh-in will be between 9am and 11am.  
Sunday Morning Show – 8:00 am – Pigs need to be eating consistently over the entire day Saturday.  The goal is for them to look full!  Miss Burchfield will be there on Saturday and Sunday if you need help getting your animal where it needs to be.

Classes – Your name and pig # will be posted on Sat evening so you will know what class you are showing in.  Generally, the pig show is split into 7 classes.

Show ring attire – You are expected to be in a collared shirt, tucked in with nice pants.  Shave and fix your hair.  Do not wear a hat. Showmanship is key!!!

Make sure you familiarize the PLSR Rules pertaining to the swine show.

List of supplies to bring.

Show box (optional) – It must be in accordance to the measurements in the rules.  
(30’’ wide x 48’’ long)
Short Water Hose – There may be some there, but it would be a good idea to have your own should one not be available.

Stiff Brush – You will need one to wash your animal with it. You will also need a nice clean brush with a handle to keep in your pocket while you show.

Spray Water Bottle – This is a handy tool to have should your pig get hot.  You can spray him down before going in or when penned.  You can also let him drink from it.  
Enough Feed for the entire week.  You are responsible for feeding 2 times a day from October 2nd  through October 10th between 5:30am and 10:00pm.  Failure to do so could get you removed from the show and you could lose your winnings.

*Continue your usual feed routine.  Some other things that would be great to have are:

One tub of Quaker Oats (from grocery store)

A few bottles of Pedialyte

1-pack of ensure (vanilla flavored) 
These are substances that you can use the day prior to the show in conjunction with your feed to help your pig stay on top and to help give it that full look.

You don’t need to bring your whole feed sack.  Pre-mix each feeding and bring it up to the fairgrounds in a bucket or plastic bag.  Maybe store 1 or 2 feedings in your show box.

Feed Pans / Water Pans – It is our recommendation as Ag Teachers that you stay with your animals while they eat and drink.  It may not be the best idea to dump feed or place water and then leave.  By doing that, you give someone else the opportunity to be dishonest.  We understand time restraints, so please give yourselves enough time to be with your pig while they eat.

Shampoo for bathing – Shampoo and water only on the hogs!!  You may also want to bring some towels to help dry your pigs after you bathe them.  

Pig Show stick – whatever you have been using to work your animal.  Please make sure it is presentable (i.e., not a broom stick).
A POSITIVE, WINNING ATTITUDE - No matter the outcome of your project in the show ring, you are representing Deer Park FFA and we always portray positive showmanship.

If at any point between now and the show you have questions, please feel free to contact Miss Burchfield in the Ag Office or on her district cell phone, 832-492-1694.

GOOD LUCK!!!

