Raising Show Broilers
Let me begin by saying that there are endless ways to raise show broilers successfully.  Furthermore, there are an endless number of Feeding Programs for Broilers as well.  The guidelines in this handout are designed to give basic guidance for raising Show Broilers, start to finish.
General Information
It is advisable to disinfect the floor of your pen space before adding anything.  You can add Sevin-Dust after drying and before putting shavings down to prevent ants.  Shavings of ~4’’ depth should be used to raise broilers.  For chicks, you should use a Brooder Ring of any available material to keep the chicks centered in the pen ~4 – 5 feet in diameter.  We have available a rubber belting material that can be shaped appropriately.  Keep chicks like this until they are about 7 days old.  You should also put a cloth sheet or similar material down, on top of the shaving before creating this ring.  Chicks may pick at the shavings instead of the feed in containers if you do not do this.  Shavings should be turned, added to, or changed as needed ever ~4-6 days.
Lights should be hung in this center to keep chicks warm.  Lights should be positioned about 18-24 inches from the shavings.  Infrared bulbs should be used, about 2 per 50 chicks.  If you hang lights from chains with hooks they can be adjusted as the growing season progresses.  The temperature on Day one should be 92 – 95 degrees.  Continue lowering temp until birds are ~3-4 weeks old or until pen temp matches ambient temperature.  Birds should be comfortable, ~70-75 degrees.

Feeders and waters should be placed at ground level on the first day.  As the birds grow, you can block feeders and waterers off the ground with bricks, or hang from chains.  For the first week, while in the Brooder Ring, chicks should be fed on cookie sheets or in pie pans so they have open access to feed in addition to regular feeders.  Dump these every day.  This will result in more wasted feed, and so feeding should change to feeders only after the 7th day when the Brooder Ring is taken down.  High protein feeds, 20-30 percent protein, should be used for ~2-3 weeks.  Turkey Starter/Game Bird Starter can be used during this time period because of its high protein content.  After 2-3 weeks slowly transition to a Broiler Finisher product.  Additives can be used after 3 weeks that add fat.   
You should add Water soluble Poultry electrolytes to all water for the first 7 days at the labeled dosage.  After 7 days you do not need to add electrolytes.  All waterers should be emptied and rinsed daily and scrubbed every 2-3 days.

All-night lighting is recommended for Broilers.  A 40 watt bulb @ ~6ft should be used for the entire length of the project.  

Ventilation must be good.  Be prepared to have fans available and ready to continually run throughout the length of the project.  Box fans are acceptable or other, higher velocity fans work also.  You should not run the fan so fast it disturbs the birds.  Ammonia is heavier than air, so if you can smell it at eye level, it is probably very strong at bird level.
Daily Schedule

Day 1


Brooder Ring should be at proper temp.  Feeders full, waterers with electrolytes. 92-95 degrees.
Day 2-7


Lower temp 1-2 degrees each day.

Day 7


Remove Brooder Ring from pen.  Remove cloth sheet also.  Place feeders and waterers throughout the pen area.  Stop adding electrolytes. 

Day 14 -  21

Begin switch to Broiler Finisher.  Slowly transition feeds by mixing, not all at once over a 4-6 day period.  Cull birds that are small, sickly, stunted, deformed.  Raise feeders and waterers as necessary.

Day 21


Cull to ~20 birds.  

Day 30

Cull birds down to 10-15 birds.

Day 41


SHOW DAY!  Choose the largest, most uniform set of 3 broilers for show.  Wingbands must be in place.

